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Sri Lanka

Project expansion in 
many countries



E P I P H A N Y  T R U S T

Welcome to 
our latest 
Newsletter
Thank you all so much for your support and 
generosity over the last 12 months. With your 
help we have been enabled to expand many 
of our existing projects, reach more vulnerable 
young people and make a positive impact on 
many more lives.

In Sri Lanka we have worked with our partner 
Child Action Lanka (CAL) to open new projects in 
Trincomalee; expand current projects throughout 
the country and provide emergency aid to victims 
of this year’s devastating floods. ‘Jessie’s House’ 
in Zimbabwe has now opened its doors to 40 
school children as well as establishing a 
gardening project which is benefiting over 100 
children and the most poverty stricken families in 
the rural community.

In Burma, through our work with the Karen 
Education Department, we have supported the 
training of 1200 teachers to help upskill them 
and provide improved education for the children 
across Karen State. For many children as with 
many of our projects, an education is the key to 
breaking out of the poverty cycle. 

We have now drilled 40 wells in rural 
Bangladesh, bringing essential clean drinking 
water to hundreds of families. In Romania we 
have established ‘Epiphany Association,’ and are 
in the process of expanding our care provision. 

Thank you for making this all possible. We hope 
your enjoy reading all about it. 

Warmest regards and thanks,

Bill Hampson, Director
Sharon Ainscough, Deputy Director
& Gill Dickinson, ET Manager

“Epiphany Trust 
helps disadvantaged 
people globally 
who are often 
marginalised 
or forgotten 
by providing 
aid, healthcare, 
education and 
residential care. We 
believe in working 
with local partners 
to ensure long-term 
impact and self-
sufficiency.”
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Pre-Schooler at the new CAL centre in Galle, Sri Lanka Pre-Schoolers in CAL’s Kandy centre, Sri LankaA typical classroom in Batticaloa, Sri Lanka 
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In Burma we 
support 8 
schools in Karen 
state and finance 
teacher training 
programmes 
(see p12 & 13)

In Zimbabwe feeding & educating orphaned children. Clean drin
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In Romania we provide 
residential care for 
young adults with 
learning disabilities
(see p10 & p11)
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In Bangladesh digging wells 
and supporting children with 
disabilities (see p14)

... and many many 
more smaller projects 
(see p16) 

Epiphany Trust helps disadvantaged 
people globally who are often marginalised 
or forgotten by providing aid, healthcare, 
education and residential care. We believe in 
working with local partners to ensure
long-term impact and self-sufficency. 
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We are one of only a very few international 
charities based in the north-west.



Sri Lanka in crisis again
Devastating monsoon floods displaced over half a million people in Sri Lanka earlier 
this year, claimed more than 200 lives and many more people were left with life changing 
injuries. Over 650,000 people were affected across 15 districts.
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Three Child Action Lanka Centres were 
seriously affected by this year’s floods 
which claimed 200 lives and made over half 
a million people homeless. Worst hit was 
the centre at Kalaniya, just 10 miles from 
Colombo, but in addition Galle and Nuwara 
Eliya too, children and their families lost all 
their possessions and had to take shelter 
in public buildings before being moved to 
displaced people’s camps.

The emergency is far from over with a 
strong possibility of more monsoon rains in 
the coming months and landslide warnings 
remain in place. Contamination of water 
sources resulting in the spread of diseases 
is a real concern. 

Our emergency appeal has so far allowed 
CAL to provide immediate aid in the form 
of food and clothing and in the case of 
three families, whose children attend the 
Kalaniya centre, our support has enabled 
them to return to their homes. 
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Bringing hope and smiles to Trinco

In a small suburb, CAL are helping to 
restore lives through their centre which 
provides education, recreation, nutritious 
meals and healthcare to over 30 children. 
CAL are going a step beyond by supporting 
the families of the centre’s children. Here, 
living conditions are amongst the worst 
in the country, with most houses made of 
corrugated metal sheeting and the entire 
village served by a single bucket-well.  
According to recent World Bank statistics, 
the majority of Sri Lanka’s Eastern 
Province residents are living on under £1 
per day and around 50% are under the age 
of 25. The rebuilding of homes destroyed 
by the war has been a priority, as has been 
a small micro-finance project to restore 
family livelihoods. The next priorities are 
the installation of a water pump for the well 
that will supply clean water for drinking, 
cooking and washing, and an irrigation 
system to help create a sustainable food 
source (costing around £3000 which we are 
working to raise).     Bill Hampson

Trincomalee is on the north east coast of Sri Lanka and is the site of CAL’s most recent 
project. It’s a beautiful part of the island but everywhere bears the scars of the vicious 
battles that ended 30 years of conflict just 9 years ago. 
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     Photograph by Adam Dickens



Clean drinking water for all in Zimbabwe 
Special thanks to Soren Rickards for this photograph



Zimbabwe: Changing lives

Last year alone, the centre saw two 
major developments which involved the 
setting up of a horticultural project and the 
establishment of Jessie’s House Academy. 

Horticultural Project Food: 
On average, one in 3 children in Muzondo 
suffers from chronic malnutrition, resulting 
in high levels of stunted growth and poor 
cognitive development. The community 
suffers from crop failure and food shortages 
because of unpredictable rainfall patterns.  
In response, we set up a horticultural 
project using innovative drip irrigation 
technology. The introduction of this smart 
technology will ensure a steady supply of 
fruits and vegetables for the children. Since 
its inception, the project has successfully 
produced fruits and different types of 
African leaf vegetables to feed more than 
100 children who attend the centre daily. 
The surplus is shared amongst the elderly 
and most-needy in the village.

Jessie’s House Academy: 
Until January 2018 the nearest primary 
school to Muzondo village was 5 miles 
away and such a long distance made it 
almost impossible for children to risk the 
journey. Moreover, most parents couldn’t 
afford the school fees.  For 2 years, 
Jessie’s House Day Care Centre served 
the first 2 years of pre-primary education 
after which the children would still have 
to walk the treacherous 5-mile journey to 
the nearest primary school where they 
are at risk of abuse. In January this year, 
Jessie’s House Academy opened its doors 
for 35 primary children. The school will 
certainly complete the great foundation 
laid by the Day Care Centre in helping 
the younger generation of Muzondo and 
the surrounding villages break the vicious 
cycle of poverty through formal education. 
We would love to expand the school to 
accommodate all classes.
With the fall of Mugabe, we sincerely hope 
that the political and economic situation 
will improve and possibly encourage more 
donors to reach out to our remote village.
           Eddison Mubengo

Jessie’s House is a unique centre located at the heart of Muzondo village in rural 
Mutare. The centre is changing the lives of more than 100 orphaned and vulnerable 
children, through the provision of food, safety, basic health care and education. 
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Beneficiaries of Jessie’s House

Nothando is just one of many individuals 
benefiting from Jessie’s House. She lives 
alone with her mother who was a victim 
of rape and herself orphaned at an early 
age. 
Hoping to break out of this vicious cycle 
of poverty, Nothando is now thriving at 
the centre. This provision also enables 
her mother the opportunity to work and 
provide for her daughter.
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What happened to Romania’s orphans?

Where are they all now?

We are frequently asked why we still 
support Romania. For us the answer is 
simple, the children and vulnerable adults 
still need our help; our job is not done!

Since 1990, there have been vast 
improvements to the Romanian care 
system with many children now entering 
smaller home-based provisions and 
foster-care rather than huge ‘old-style’ 
institutions. The Romanian government, 
together with significant EU funding, 
charities and overseas aid have made a 
huge step in the right direction.

However, just over 7,000 children remain 
in these large state institutions where 
conditions are grim. There are severe staff 
shortages and children suffer due to the 
unnatural environment, missing out on 
essential life and social skills.

Sadly the problems do not stop there. At 
age 18, young people are forced to leave 
the institutions and very few manage 
to function in society. Consequently 
many end up homeless, turn to crime, 
prostitution, become drug users or victims 
of human trafficking. Some take refuge in 
the labyrinth of filthy tunnels that snake 
beneath the streets of Bucharest. For those 
with severe disabilities who remain within 
the care system, they face a future in grave 
adult institutions where abuse is rife and 
living conditions unimaginable. 
Very few orphans escape ongoing 
emotional and social problems. Studies 
show that deprivation and neglect during 
early childhood have a profound effect 
on mental health and well-being later in 
life. Consequently there are hundreds 
of thousands of adults battling mental 
health issues. For them their traumas are 
far from over. Sadly we cannot help all of 
these individuals, but we stay committed to 
helping as many as possible.

Everybody remembers the horrors which hit the T.V. screens in 1990 of the appalling 
conditions of Romanian orphanages; children tied to cots; severely malnourished; 
disabled through neglect; lying in their own faeces, untouched and unloved.
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Today we support four young adults who 
were previous orphans of the Ceausescu 
regime in Stiuca, Timis County. The 
residents all have significant learning 
disabilities and some difficulties associated 
with their past experiences. Thanks to your 
continued support the adults have come 
such a long way and the project is thriving.

Earlier this year we established ‘Epiphany 
Association’ which is a not for profit 
organisation in Romania. This will enable 
us to significantly expand our provision. 
We are currently working alongside the 
local social service department to see how 
we can help meet the needs of the most 
destitute families in the community and 
those caring for people with disabilities. We 
are planning to begin respite daycare for 
these individuals whilst providing training 
and further support to the families over 
time. 

We continue to provide holiday breaks 
for the people in our care whenever 
possible. Last Summer the residents 

had the opportunity to ride a horse for 
the first time in their lives which was an 
incredible experience for them. This Easter, 
an English group took the young adults 
on holiday to Sinaia where they were 
overjoyed at travelling up the cable car 
to the top of the mountain, spending time 
relaxing, socialising and having fun!

This Summer, our annual ‘Camp Romania’ 
took place, run by a commited group 
of volunteers. They organised a host of 
activities including working with our current 
residents, vulnerable children in the local 
community and those from the special 
school at the nearby orphanage. It was a 
thoroughly successful and rewarding trip.
           Sharon Ainscough

Romania today: Providing first-class care
Providing residential care, teaching life skills and promoting independence. 
A committed approach, working alongside local people, partner organisations and 
social services. 

E P I P H A N Y  T R U S T
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Education in the Karen, Burma 

  
Unfortunately Karen schools do not receive 
any Government funding. If children and 
young people are to receive an education 
that will lead to a future where Karen 
people can become self-reliant, enjoy 
prosperity and regional peace then good, 
well trained teachers are essential.

Most teachers, whilst committed and 
motivated are poorly educated. Our 
training programmes are designed to build 
teacher skills and improve and standardise 
the quality of education provided across 
the seven districts of the Karen State. 
Training workshops focus on classroom 
management, lesson planning and subject 
competence. This year we have committed 
to paying the stipend for 35 trainers, (up 
from 30 last year) Our partners Jubilee 
Campaign will fund 12. Each trainer runs 
a programme for 40 teachers. In total the 
KED employs over 10,000 teachers in 1570 
schools. Their training benefits more than 
170,000 students across Karen State.
      Bill Hampson

Teacher training is a vital part of Epiphany Trust’s long-term strategy to help schools 
in the Karen region of Burma. The Karen Education Department manages and 
equips its schools and trains its teachers with donations that we provide. 
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Linking up partners

Earlier this year we were able to 
arrange for ‘Apple’ a teacher trainer 
with the Karen Education Department 
to travel to Sri Lanka to meet Debbie 
and staff at Child Action Lanka. 
‘Apple’ who holds a Master’s degree 
in Education from a university 
in Thailand, was invited to foster 
relationships between the 
organisations and to discover ways 
that, with our help, an exchange of 
ideas and comparison of experiences 
could be of mutual value. This 
included a visit to the northern former 
war capital Killinochchi which is home 
to one of CAL’s most successful 
programmes. Comparisons with years 
of living in the jungle in fear of the 
Burmese Army were obvious, but most 
encouraging for ‘Apple’ was to see 
young people recovering from the war 
with a sense of hope and the role CAL 
was playing in that process.

E P I P H A N Y  T R U S T



Families in BurmaPhoto: Mu Aye Pu school, Karen Province, Burma

“A quality education has the power to 
transform societies in a single generation, 
provide children with the protection they 
need from the hazards of poverty, labour 
exploitation and disease, and give them the 
knowledge, skills, and confidence to reach 
their full potential.”       Audrey Hepburn



40 Wells for Bangladesh
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“Water-borne diseases 
are responsible for 
over 80% of illnesses 
and deaths in the 
developing world” UN

With your 
support  we 
would like to 
continue digging 
additional wells 
and help save 
more lives

We have brought essential clean 
drinking water to hundreds of 
people in some of Bangladesh’s  
poorest and most 
remote villages



Chrysalis Holidays   
From Scarborough to Las Vegas; our programme providing holidays for adults with 
learning disabilities shows its worth, for holidaymakers, carers and parents alike. This 
year we have provided over 600 holiday places.

Many of you will be 
aware, through previous 
Epiphany News editions, 
that our Chrysalis Holidays 
programme for adults 
with learning disabilities 
provides life-changing 
and life-enhancing 
experiences for hundreds 
of holidaymakers each 
year. Less reported is the 
pronounced impact it has 
on many unsung heroes 
behind the scenes. It’s 
not just our guests that 
are enjoying the fruits of 
this wonderful project; 
it’s also the parents and 
full time carers who are 
automatically receiving a 
much needed respite break 
themselves.

Caring for some of our 

customers can be a 
full-time job; profoundly 
rewarding and yet very 
tiring. Many parents devote 
most waking minutes of 
their lives to this labour of 
love. Like any job, people 
need, and should be 
entitled to a break. A time 
to relax and recharge their 
batteries. For many full 
time carers, foster parents, 
mums and dads, we are 
an essential service that 
allows them to keep life in 
balance.  

An example that comes 
to mind is a foster carer 
from Liverpool who always 
books a gentleman on one 
of our ‘Tinsel & Turkey’ 
holidays so she can get all 
of her Christmas shopping 

done. Another is an elderly 
parent from Salford who 
books her son to come 
away with us 4 or 5 times 
a year, as a way of simply 
obtaining some respite and 
simultaneously providing 
a week of fun for her son. 
We therefore provide an 
invaluable service for both 
guests and their carers.

Also take into account the 
meaningful employment 
and training Chrysalis is 
providing, giving often long- 
term unemployed people a 
job and path to a rewarding 
career, we truly feel that 
our programme should 
be viewed as one of the 
very best, tried and tested, 
social enterprise models.
   Micah Hampson
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Other projects around the globe
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Sri Lanka

We have supported Welimada special school in Nuwara Eliya, where children with severe 
disabilities have received an education for over 15 years. 

We continue to support sport and educational programmes in Gampia (a district of 
Colombo) through ‘Right to Opportunity,’ a not for profit organisation.
 
One of the newest partners in Sri Lanka is ‘AMMA, which means ‘Mother’. This is a social 
enterprise project based in Nuwara Eliya, working with mothers of the children from our 
CAL centres to provide training and employment.

We also support Ebenezer Gardens, a children’s orphanage based in Colombo.

El Salvador 

Aid to the Children of El Salvador (ACES) is a charity based in Worcestershire who we 
have partnered for many years. ACES provide much needed social care in 
San Salvador through their partner organisation AMOR.

India

In India we have recently partnered with ‘Ashish Ashirewad Society Tuition Centre,’ which 
is a school in the heart of Delhi slums. We are currently raising funds to rebuild the school 
roof which is in urgent need of repair. The school is run by ‘Happy’ a very dedicated and 
ambitious man with a big heart.

We also support ‘Peniel Trust’ a church based community outreach programme helping 
street children and those at risk of being exploited. They are an anti-slavery organisation, 
fighting against bonded labour.

Bangladesh

We partner with Tauri Foundation to provide assistance 
to young people with disabilities. Tauri Foundation 
leads pioneering programmes for people with 
disabilities within schools and outreach projects in 
remote, poverty stricken communities. 

We have many more smaller projects around the globe. 
To read more about our projects, please visit: 

www.epiphany.org.uk



Headline of Information Page
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipiscing elit. 
Nullam sagittis mauris quis lacus varius ullamcorper. 
Aenean quis vehicula lectus curabitur eget diam a dui. 

How to help
Donating and supporting our 
worldwide projects

BANK TRANSFER:
The Co-operative Bank, Account name: Epiphany Trust
Account no. 65006735 Sort code: 08 – 90 – 86
Please email: info@epiphany.org.uk to notify us of your transaction if possible. You can set up 
regular payments using this method, which is really helpful to the trust.

ONLINE:  
Go to our website: www.epiphany.org.uk and click on ‘Donate’ to give securely through PayPal 
(you can use your debit or credit card and don’t need a PayPal account)
or you can click on the ‘Just Giving’ secure payment icon
 
CHEQUE/CREDIT CARD:
Please make cheques payable to ‘Epiphany Trust’ and send to the address overleaf 
or telephone with credit card details
 
STANDING ORDER:
Still the most effective way of supporting the Trust as it helps with advance planning of projects 
Complete the form overleaf, download a mandate from our website or request from the office
 
BY TEXT MESSAGE:
Text ‘MYET33 £x’ to 70070 Enter £1, £2, £3, £4, £5 or £10. Your text message will be 
acknowledged and you will be given the chance to gift aid your donation

LEGACIES:
Please consider remembering the projects of Epiphany Trust by 
leaving a legacy. Further details available on our website and from the office.
 
VOLUNTEER:
There are lots of opportunities for you to get involved!  Spend time at Casa Epiphany in 
Romania; Camp Romania; with street children in Sri Lanka. We can tailor your time with us 
around personal preference and other commitments you may have.  We can put together a full 
or part gap year experience. Alternatively, you could help by becoming an Epiphany Trust rep in 
your own church or community. 
 
FUNDRAISE: 
Please consider hosting a fundraiser for us, the possibilities are endless. We have people selling 
jam, hosting dinners and running ultra marathons! Contact us for help on how to get started.

IN PRAYER:
Pray for the work of the Trust on a regular basis by using our quarterly prayer diary. Just phone 
or e-mail the office to request a copy of the current diary or download from our website.
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  St David’s Office, Park Road South,  
Newton-Le-Willows, Merseyside, WA12 8EY 

Tel: 01925 220999 
Standing Order Form              
 
PLEASE DO NOT SEND THIS FORM TO YOUR BANK 
To set up a regular standing order donation, please complete this form and return to Epiphany Trust. 

 
Personal Details 

 
Title:                      Forename:                  Surname:       
 
Address:              
 
       Postcode:           
 
 

I would like to make a regular gift via Standing Order of: 
 

£………………(figures)…………………………………………………………………(amount in words) 
 

Please debit the above amount from my account commencing …… / …… / …… and thereafter every 
month / year. 
 

Instruction to your bank or building society 
Name and full address of your bank/ building society: 
To: The Manager       

Name of Bank/Building Society      

Address:       

 Postcode:     

Name(s) of account holder(s)            

Account No:      Branch sort code:    
And thereafter the same sum instalments to Epiphany Trust, Sort Code 08-90-86 Account no. 65006735 
 

Which aspect(s) of our work you would like to support? (please tick) 
 

Most Needed: Bangladesh: Burma:    El Salvador: India:  
 
Pakistan:  Romania:  Sri Lanka:  Zimbabwe  
 
 

Gift Aid Declaration 
Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate  
 
Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year.  
 
In order to Gift Aid your donation, please tick the box below:  
 
I want the charity to treat this donation and any donations I make in  
the future or have made in the past 4 years as a gift aid donation. 
 
I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax than the amount of  
Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility to pay any difference.  
Please notify us if you want to cancel this declaration, change your name or home address or no longer pay 
sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains. 

 
Signature: 
 
Date: 
 



Please visit our website for regular news updates and upcoming 
events:  www.epiphany.org.uk

Follow us on social media
      
        @EpiphanyTrust
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New experiences for young adults in Romania
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